Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.013 Å; R factor = 0.064; wR factor = 0.130; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.6.
Related literature
Imidazolium salts are used to obtain transition metal complexes of N-heterocyclic carbenes, which have become an important class of catalysts in organometallic chemistry and organic synthesis, see : Marion & Nolan (2008) ; Herrmann (2002) ; Qin et al. (2006) . For related structures, Guo et al. (2008) ; Liu et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART 1K CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) x þ 1; y; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
Imidazolium salts or its derivatives are used as ionic liquids, and in many organic transformations. They are used to obtain transition metal complexes of N-heterocyclic carbenes which have become a very important class of catalysts in organometallic chemistry and organic synthesis (Herrmann, 2002 , Marion & Nolan, 2008 . We here report the crystal structure of the title compound.
Bond lengths and angles in the title molecule ( Fig. 1) are within normal ranges. The imidazole and the phenyl ring are nearly perpendicular, with a dihedral angle of 87.71 (2)°.
The molecular structure is stabilized by C-H···Br hydrogen bonds ( Table 1 ). The crystal structure is stabilized by π-π interactions between the imidazole ring systems of the inversion related molecules, with a Cg1···Cg1 i distance of 3.472 (6) Å [symmetry code:
Experimental 1-methyl-1H-imidazole (0.615 g, 7.5 mmol) and 1-bromo-2-(bromomethyl)benzene (1.25 g, 5 mmol) in 20 ml of dioxane were refluxed for 12 h. After cooling the solution to room temperature, the mixture was filtered and afforded a colorless solid.
Colourless single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by recrystallization from acetonitrile and diethyl ether.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å, and refined in riding mode with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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